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SUBJECT: IMMIGRANT VISA PETITIONS FOR BENEFICIARIES IN VIETNAM 

REF: SINGAPORE 0633 

1 . REFTEL REPORTS FRENCH EMBASSY SINGAPORE ADVISED BY 
QUAI D'ORSAY THAT FRENCH TRAVEL DOCUMENTS WILL NO 
LONGER BE ISSUED BY FRENCH CONSULATE IN SAIGON TO 
VIETNAMESE RELATIVES AMCITS FOR PASSAGE TO BANGKOK AS 
FRECH GOVERNMENT EVIDENTLY PERCEIVES SUCH ASSISTANCE 
POTENTIAL SOURCE OF EMBARRASSMENT IN EVOLVING RELATIONS 
WITH SRV. 

2. DURING THE PAST YEAR THIS POST HAS ON NUMEROUS 
OCCASIONS REQUESTED FRENCH EMBASSY, BANGKOK TO 
FACILITATE THROUGH FRENCH MISSION SIAGON, DEPARTURE 
VIETNAMESE DEPENDENTS OF AMCITS. WHILE NUMBER OF 
SUCH PERSONS DEPARTING VIETNAM HAS BEEN SMALL WHEN 
VIEWED AGAINST MORE THAN 200 FOR WHOM POST HAS 
APPROVED PETITIONS, THIS SMALL NUMBER DUE TO RELUCTANCE 
SRV TO AUTHORIZE EXIT PERMITS AND NOT 

FRENCH CONSULATE’S REFUSAL TO ISSUE LAISSEZ-PASSERS. 
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TO DATE ALL PERSONS NOTIFIED TO FRENCH AS PETITION 
BENEFICIARIES AND WHO HAVE OBTAINED EXIT PERMITS HAVE, 

PER OUR REQUEST, BEEN ISSUED LAISSEZ-PASSERS. 

IN FACT, FREHC EMBASSY, BANGKOK TODAY 
REQUESTED OUR CONCURRENCE IN ISSUANCE FRENCH 
TRAVEL DOCUMENTS TO THREE VIETNAMESE DEPENDENTS OF AN 
AMERICAN CITIZEN. TO DATE THIS POST HAS EXPERIENCED 
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NO CHANGE IN FRENCH EMBASSY BANGKOK'S WILLINGNESS TO 
ASSIST VIETNAMESE DEPENDENTS OF U.S. CITIZENS 
TO DEPART SRV FOR U.S. VIA BANGKOK. 

3. CURRENTLY, THIS EMBASSY IS REQUIRED TO OBTAIN 
ON CASE BY CASE BASIS RTG PERMISSION FOR VIETNAMESE 
TO ENTER THAILAND FOR PURPOSE OF PURSUING THEIR 
U.S. IMMIGRANT VISA APPLICATION. WHILE WE ARE 

QUITE WILLING AND ABLE TO CARRY ON UNDER PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS, 
QUAI D'ORSAY'S PROPOSAL THAT VIETNAMESE RELATIVES OF AMCITS 
BE ISSUED TRANSIT VISAS IN LIEU OF LAISSER-PASSER UPON U.S. 
ASSURANCES THAT THEY ARE ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR 
IMMIGRANT VISAS AT PARIS IS WORTHY OF CONSIDERATION. 

FRENCH PROPOSAL WOULD ELIMINATE BANGKOK STOPOVER 
AND IN SO DOING WOULD ELIMINATE 

THAI INVOLVEMENT IN SUCH CASES THEREBY SIMPLIFYING 
PROCESSING. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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